OUR AMBASSADOR KING

opportunity to reassert a spirit of faith and hopefulness.
It was to be a day of general blessing. In London for
a few nights there were such scenes as had not been
witnessed since the Armistice. Yet how different from
those! Instead of exhibiting that pathetic release of
hysteria, of joy that had not yet ceased to be pain, the
crowds in Bond Street walked from end to end in a mood
of restrained wonder. To that narrow thoroughfare
a cosmopolitan London throng had been drawn "to see
the decorations," and once again it was possible to hear
the beating of that sentimental heart. It was the occasion
for another "Cockaigne" overture; only the new music
would be less flamboyant than the old.

The Duke of Kent's marriage brought one fact into
an especially clear light, namely that the Royal Family
were holding the affection of English people as securely
as ever they did. The Prince has played a great part in
maintaining that hold. There will always be those
who make a reservation of judgment here, who entertain
the belief that the part he has played will be incomplete
so long as he remains a bachelor. If enquiry were made
it would probably be discovered that the belief for the
most part rests on a misconception. Many people have
had at the back of their minds the idea that any un-
married Prince of Wales, who had a younger brother
with a wife and children, would not ascend the Throne;
that the Duke of York, in fact, would succeed his
father, King George V. Other people repeat the
notion, until it becomes a firm conviction, that the
Prince will never, never marry. These are mistaken
ideas. The second has already been corrected here.
As for the first, it was never seriously doubted that in
the normal course of events the Prince of Wales, married
or unmarried, would succeed to the Throne of England.

It behoves us now to bring this chapter to an end.
Not without design has it been made the briefest episode
id. the book. In a study where the subject, whoever he
may be, is still living, and in an episode which concerns
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